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I. Background/Summary 

The City of  Ames, Iowa is an entitlement recipient of federal funds from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Program and HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program Funds.  
 

On April 2, 2020, in response to the Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19), the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) the City of Ames received its first a special allocation 
of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-CV) funds in the amount of $354,515 to be 
used to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus (COVID-19). This allocation 
was authorized by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), Public 
Law 116-136, which was signed by President Trump on March 27, 2020, and is anticipated to be 
the first of three rounds of stimulus funds to help the country get back up and running. 
 

 On September 11, 2020, HUD again notified the City of Ames, that we will be receiving a 3rd 
round of the CARES Act funds in the amount of $356,455 that will also be available for 
“eligible activities” meeting the national objective of the CDBG-CV program and respond 
to the spread of infectious diseases such as the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).  Those 
eligible CDBG activities continue to include, but are not limited to, assisting low- and moderate-
income households with rental, mortgage or utility assistance for now up to six months, business 
assistance to retain employees that are low- and moderate-income, and support of other COVID-
19 response services.   
 

The guidance still requires entitlement communities to amend their “current approved Action 
Plans” in which the CARES Funds were initially funded. For the City of Ames that is our 2019-
20 Annual Action Plan and any Amendments.   Under the CARES Act, the following three major 
programmatic waivers and/or suspensions were given: 1) Conduct virtual meetings with the 
public; 2) Public comment period was reduced from 30-days to a 5-days for notice of submittal of 
amended plans and hearings, etc.; and 3) the 15% funding cap for public services activities (i.e. 
rental, transportation, childcare, etc.) has been lifted to allow for more expenditures under this 
category. These three items were added  to our Citizen Participation Plan under our Round 1 of 
CARES Funding.  
 

 One major caveat to the CDBG-CV funding that remains as requirement that entitlement 
communities must continue with utilizing a Duplication of Benefits (DOB) policy. The 
regulations state that the grantee must prevent DOB when implementing eligible activities utilizing 
CARES Act funding.  
 

The COVID-19 Pandemic continues to impact every state in the country. For Iowa, the governor 
issued its first state disaster emergency proclamation regarding this pandemic back on March 9, 
2020 that began the suspension of the state’s economy to reduce the spread of the Coronavirus.  
Various of proclamations have been issued since this time that cover several closures, openings, 
limitations, etc. Story County positivity rates, hospitalizations and deaths have in a continual flux 
as most parts of the country. Also, recent data from the CDC ranks Iowa 20th (41.82%) its 
distribution of the vaccine. In all cases, we still have ways to go to reduce the impact on the 
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coronavirus throughout and country and cities. In the meanwhile, the economy is still struggling, 
and citizens are still unable to bill their bills.  
 

II. 3rd Amendment to the 2019-20 CDBG Annual Action Plan/Budget 

As outlined above the City of Ames will be receiving a 3rd allocation of special allocation 
of CDBG CARES Act funding aimed at preventing, preparing for, and responding to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic that majorly impacted cities and communities across 
the United States in March 2020. 
 

In order to receive CARES Act funds, will require the City of Ames to amend its 2019-
2020 Annual Action Plan to not only reflect the receipt of  a 3rd rounds of CDBG CARES 
Acts funds, but also to notify and  gain feedback from the public on the activities that are 
being proposed (including the proposed budgets for each activity) or other identified needs. 
Ccitizen input will be again sought from the community to include but not limited to human 
service agencies, private for-profit enterprises, not-for-profit organizations, neighborhood 
organizations, lenders and others. Additionally, public outreach will include advertisement 
in the free area newspaper, a press release, use of City social media outlets, and radio 
interviews.   
 

From the city’s implementation of the round 1 CARES Funding there is a  need to continue 
to provide relief on past due rent and/or mortgage payments including utilities in the Ames 
Community. To date through round 1 of CARES funding the city has assisted 
approximately 104 households through the above programs, spending approximately 
$335,510 also has approximately 50-53 pending applications received along with more call 
as requests occurring weekly. 
 

Based on the above information, it seems prudent that this third round of CDBG CARES 
Act Funding should continue to address assisting households and individuals that meet 
HUD’s low- and moderate-income limits (80% or below) for the Ames Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (ASMA). The best approach to getting assistance to emergency programs 
up and running is to rely on past City administered program guidelines of similar nature, 
while we still waiting on more specific HUD rules and guidelines to be published. The 
rationale for implementing a COVID-19 Renters Relief Assistance (Rent and Utilities) and 
a Homeowners Relief Assistance Program (Mortgage, Utilities) is as follows: 
 

• The activities will meet some of the goals of the CARES Act funding, which is to be 
used to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

• It considers approaches that prioritize the unique needs of low and moderate-income 
persons as outlined in the Act; 

• It will allow the City to develop partnerships between all levels of government and the 
private for-profit and non-profit sectors. 
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• Some of the proposed programming have been successfully administered by the City in 
the past. 

• The Staff has the experience to administer the funds, that will be subject to HUD 
oversight, and reporting. 

• Staff can ensure that adequate procedures will be in place to try and  prevent the 
Duplication of Benefits (DOP). 

 
Outlined as Attachment I below is the proposed budget for the 3rd Substantial 
Amendment to the City’s CDBG 2019-20 Annual Action Plan to include the CDBG-CV 
CARES Act funding for the three Relief Assistance Programs. 

        Additionally, the City has prepared plans, policies and/or program guidelines in 
conjunction with the CDBG-CV CARES Act regulations as the follows: 

• Exhibit 1- Citizen Participation Plan Update 

• Exhibit 2- Duplication of Benefits Policy (DOB) 

• Exhibit 3- Renter/Utility Relief Program Highlights  

• Exhibit 4- Mortgage/Utility Relief Program Highlights 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

PROPOSED  
3rd AMENDMENT 2019-20 Action Plan Activities and Expenditure Budget: 

Activities                 Budget 
COVID-19 Renters Relief Assistance (Rent, Utilities)- Round 3 $291,164 
COVID-19 Homeowners Relief  Assistance (Mortgage, Utilities) -Round 3 $35,291 
COVID-19 Renters Relief Assistance (Rent, Utilities)- Round 1 $305,425 
COVID-19 Homeowners Relief  Assistance (Mortgage, Utilities) -Round 1 $42,000 
Acquisition/Reuse Program for Public Facilities -Shared Use Path 
(148 S. Franklin) $400,000 

Homebuyer Assistance Program $300,813 
Public Infrastructure Improvements Program for State Avenue NRSA 
(including Engineering costs+ GO Bond) $763,745 

Acquisition/Reuse Program for Affordable Housing $10,000 
Rehabiliation/Disposition of 241 Village Drive $45,000 

Demolition of 3305 Morningside  $16,070 

HOME Homeownership Construction Program $923,976 

General Administration for CDBG & HOME 

   CARES 1: $7,090 
   CARES 3: $30,000  
   CDBG:   $116,241 
   HOME: $120,947 

Total $3,407,762 
 

PROPOSED 3RD AMENDED 2019-20 Action Plan Revenue Budget: 
2019-20 CDBG-CV (CARES ACT-COVID-19) Round 3 $356,455 
2019-20 CDBG-CV (CARES ACT-COVID-19) Round 1 $354,515 
2019-20 CDBG Allocation                       $581,207 
2018-19 CDBG Anticipated Program Rollover        $462,820 
2019-20 CDBG Anticipated Program Income         $357,842 
Non-CDBG Revenue-GO Bonds $250,000 
2019-20 HOME Allocation $481,968 
18-19 HOME Anticipated Program Rollover $747,750 
Adjustment for HOME CHDO Set-Aside -$184,795 
Grand Total CDBG, HOME & CDBG-CV $3,407,762 
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III.   Public Comment Period 

Federal regulations require for Entitlement Cities to provide the public with reasonable 
notice of and an opportunity to comment on any substantial amendments in accordance 
with 24 CFR 91.10.  

 

The public is encouraged to comment upon the proposed 3rd Substantial Amendment to 
the City’s 2019-20 CDBG Annual Action Plan.  
 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Ames City Hall is closed to the public until July 1, 
2020 therefore, the 2nd Substantial Amendment to 2019-20 Annual Action Plan and the 
revised its 2019 Citizen Participation Plan is ONLY available for review on the City’s 
web site at: www.cityofames.org/housing  

 
All comments related to the 3rd Amendment to the 2019-20 CDBG Action Plan  must be 
submitted to the following email: cdbgcares2020@cityofames.org.  
 
The public comment period will begin on Thursday, January 21, 2021 and will end 
on Monday, January 25, 2021.  
  
Additionally, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ames City Council will conduct a 
public hearing to receive comments on the 3rd Amendment to the 2019-20 Action Plan 
on January 26, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic all City Council 
meetings are conducted electronically through a Zoom platform.  
Persons wishing to comment on the 3rd Amendment to the 2019-20 Annual Action Plan 
may state their views as a video participant by going to: https://zoom.us/j/826593023, 
the zoom meeting ID is: 826 593 023, or by telephone by dialing: us:1-312-626-6799.  
    
If you are in need of special accommodations for a disability or language translation, 
please contact Vanessa Baker-Latimer, at the Department Planning & Housing 
Department at 515-239-5400 or the TDD at (515) 239-5133 or by email at 
vanessa.bakerlatimer@cityofames.org by Friday, June 5, 2020.   
 
For more information, please contact Vanessa Baker-Latimer, Housing Coordinator, 
 At (515) 239-5400 or at vanessa.bakerlatimer@cityofames.org. 
 
The City of Ames will consider any comments or views of residents, agencies, or other 
interested parties received in writing or orally at Public Hearings, in preparation of the 
2nd amendment. A summary of these comments will be included in this document. 

mailto:cdbgcares2020@cityofames.org
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Exhibit 1 
Citizen Participation Plan Update 
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Exhibit 2 

Duplication of Benefits Policy 
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Exhibits 3 &4 
CDBG-CV COVID-19 

Rent, Mortgage, Utility Relief Program Guidelines 

 
The Rent, Mortgage, and Utility Relief Program Guidelines are available on the City of 
Ames website at www.cityoames.org/housing. 
 
These guidelines for the City of Ames CDBG-CV COVID-19 Rent, Mortgage and 
Utility Relief Program are following the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) published program waivers, suspensions and rules and regulations 
for the CDBG-CV CARES Act (COVID-19) Program at 
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/covid-19 
 
Additionally, the City of Ames will amend these program guidelines for reasons of 
operational efficiency or unforeseen circumstances that may arise or conflict with 
applicable Federal, State, or City regulations affecting the administration of the 
program, along with eligibility requirements to meet the needs of the most vulnerable 
citizens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.cityoames.org/housing
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/covid-19
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Exhibit 3 
CITY OF AMES 

CDBG-CV COVID-19  
Rent/Utility Relief Assistance 

Program Guidelines 
 
 

This program is limited to the City limits of Ames and subject to the availability of 
CDBG-CV CARES Act funds and changes in program guidelines from HUD.  

 

Purpose 
The purpose of this program is to assist low and income households impacted by a loss of 
income due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
Program Description 
This program is designed to “prevent evictions” and/or utility shut offs by assisting eligible 
households with rent and/or utility payments to ensure continued housing stability. The 
funds may only be used for rent and utilities*.  
 

Who is eligible 
• Households experiencing loss of income directly related to COVID-19  
• Households in good standing* as of March 31, 2020  
• Households which requested rental assistance from landlord  
• Households residing in assisted affordable housing projects and Tax Credit units  
• Households with incomes at or below 80% Ames Area Median Income (AMI) (lower 
incomes prioritized if needed)  

• Households which received utility disconnect notices. 
 

Who is not eligible** 
• Households with a Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher  
• Households residing in Project Based Voucher projects  
• Households residing in Public Housing  
• Households receiving other government-based rental assistance  
• Households receiving assistance monthly through other community service/chartable 

programs and/organizations 
 

Application/Determination Process 
• Applications will be accepted on a first come, first served basis, based on date and 

time application is received. Preference will be given to applications submitted by   
from property owners/managers on behalf of their tenants impacted by COVID-19. 
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• Applicant must have a lease agreement in their name and be able to provide required 
identification and income documentation. 

 

• Households must be in good standing with their lease agreement, other than non-
payment of rent. Household not in good standing for other reasons, may receive 
assistance if it can be confirmed that the lease violation can be mediated, and eviction 
will not take place. 

• Households must show a need for assistance and those with sufficient, readily 
available savings, may receive a reduced amount of assistance or be denied 
assistance 

Maximum Amount of Assistance Provided: 
• Up to 6 months of assistance per household for rent and utility. 
• Payments will be made directly to property owners/managers and to utility 

companies on behalf of the household. 
 

Duplication of Benefits Policy (DOB): 
 
See DOB policy as outlined under Exhibit 2 
 
Coordination: 

 •  Story County Legal Aid 
 •  Nonprofit affordable housing owners 
 •  Area Utility Providers 
•  Property Owners/Managers 
•  Human Service Agencies 
•  Charitable Organizations 
•  ASSET (Analysis of Social Services Evaluation Team) 
•  Others 

 

* Definitions will be added before program implementation of Round 3 
 
The following in ineligible criteria may be applicable 
 Applicant(s) must be a United States citizen or a non-citizen who has Eligible 

Immigration Status as a Permanent Resident under §249 of INA. 
 

 Has committed (regardless of court decision) a 1) drug related criminal activity or 
2) a violent criminal activity within at least thirty-six (36) months before the date 
the City of Ames Housing Division provides notice to the family of its 
determination to deny assistance. 

 
 Is subject to a sex offender registry, pursuant to any state sex offender registration 

law. 
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                                         Exhibit 4 
                                     CITY OF AMES 

CDBG-CV COVID-19 
Mortgage/Utility Relief Assistance 

Program Guidelines 
 
 

This program is limited to the City limits of Ames and subject to the availability of 
CDBG-CV CARES Act funds and changes in program guidelines from HUD. 

 

Purpose 
The purpose of this program is to assist low and income households impacted by a loss of 
income due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 

Program Description 
This program is designed to “prevent foreclosure, fortitude” or utility shut-off by assisting 
eligible households with mortgage, contract and/or utility payments to ensure continued 
housing stability. The funds may only be used for mortgage and utilities*.  
 

Who is eligible 
• Households experiencing loss of income directly related to COVID-19  
• Households in good standing* as of March 31, 2020  
• Households which requested a forbearance or subject to contract forfeiture 
• Households with incomes at or below 80% Ames Area Median Income (AMI) 
• Households which received utility disconnect notices. 

  

Who is not eligible** 
• Households receiving other government-based mortgage assistance/loans (e.g. Fannie 

Mae, Freddie Mac, FHA, VA, etc.) 
 
Application/Determination Process 
• Applications will be accepted on a first come, first served basis, based on date and 

time application is received. Preference will be given to applications submitted by   
from Mortgage Lenders/Vendors on behalf of their homeowners impacted by COVID-
19. 

 

• Applicant must have a contract or mortgage and promissory note agreement in their 
name and be able to provide required identification and income documentation. 
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• Households must be in good standing with their mortgage lender, or vendor other 
than non-payment of their mortgage. Households not in good standing for other 
reasons, may receive assistance if it can be confirmed that their payments violation 
can be mediated, and eviction will not take place. 

• Households must show a need for assistance and those with sufficient, readily 
available savings, may receive a reduced amount of assistance or be denied 
assistance 
 

Maximum Amount of Assistance Provided: 
• Up to 6 months of assistance per household for mortgage and utility. 
 

• Payments will be made directly to mortgage lenders/vendors to utility companies on 
behalf of the household. 

 

Duplication of Benefits Policy (DOB): 
 
See DOB policy as outlined under Exhibit 2 
 
Coordination: 
 • Area Lenders, Bankers, Vendors and Mortgage Companies 
 • Area Utility Providers 

 
* Definitions will be added before program implementation for Round 3 
 
The following in ineligible criteria is applicable 
 Applicant(s) must be a United States citizen or a non-citizen who has Eligible 

Immigration Status as a Permanent Resident under §249 of INA. 
 

 Has committed (regardless of court decision) a 1) drug related criminal activity or 
2) a violent criminal activity within at least thirty-six (36) months before the date 
the City of Ames Housing Division provides notice to the family of its 
determination to deny assistance. 

 
 Is subject to a sex offender registry, pursuant to any state sex offender registration 

law. 
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Exhibit 5 
Public Comment Received 

 
No comments were given during the comment period of Thursday, January 21, 
2021 and will end on Monday, January 25, 2021. or during the Ames City Council 
public hearing held at the Tuesday, January 26, 2021 City Council meeting. 
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Exhibit 6 
City Council Resolution 
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Exhibit 7 
City Council Public Hearing Minutes 
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Exhibit 8 

 
Proof of Publication/Other Media Communications 

 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
             

 
 

City Manager’s Office 515.239.5204 main 515 Clark Ave. P.O. Box 811 
 515.239.5142 fax Ames, IA 50010 
   www.CityofAmes.org 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Contact:   Susan Gwiasda, Public Relations Officer, sgwiasda@cityofames.org, 515.239.5204 
Vanessa Baker-Latimer, Housing Coordinator, vanessa.bakerlatimer@cityofames.org,                        
515.239.5400 
     

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
January 21, 2021 

 

Public Input Sought for Third Amendment  
to CDBG Annual Action Plan  
AMES, Iowa – The public is encouraged to provide input to the City of Ames’ request for a 

third substantial amendment to its CDBG 2019-2020 Annual Action Plan in order to receive a 

third round of Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding in the 

amount of $356,455.  

 

The CARES Act funds will be available for eligible activities meeting the national objective of 

the CDBG program and respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus 

disease 2019 (COVID-19). The City intends to continue the administering the rent, mortgage, 

and utility relief programs. 

 

The five-day public comment period begins today and concludes on Monday, January 25. Due 

to the national, state, and local emergencies concerning COVID-19 restrictions on personal 

interactions, public comments can be sent be via email to Vanessa Baker-Latimer, Housing 

Coordinator at: cdbgcares2020@cityofgames.org or can be mailed to City of Ames, Planning & 

Housing Department, Housing Coordinator, PO Box 811, Ames, IA 50010-0811. Those who 

prefer to make public comments by phone should call the Housing Division’s hotline number at 

515.239.5380 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30: p.m., Monday through Friday. 

  

Those who need special accommodations for a disability or language translation should contact 

Vanessa Baker-Latimer, at the Department Planning & Housing Department, at 515.239.5400 or 

the TDD at 515.239.5133 by Monday, Jan. 25. All public comments will be taken into 

consideration prior to determining the use of these funds. 

### 

mailto:sgwiasda@cityofames.org
mailto:vanessa.bakerlatimer@cityofames.org




From: Baker-Latimer, Vanessa
To: Abra Huffaker (abra.huffaker@micaonline.org); arcdirector@thearcstory.org; banderames@aol.com;

cande21000@msn.com; Cari.McPartland@USC.salvationarmy.org; dablockaia@gmail.com;
dan@ameschamber.com; deblee58@yahoo.com; dmorris@iastate.edu; fjbmobl@aol.com; habingcc@aol.com;
Habitat for Humanity of Central Iowa; herbh@iastate.edu; janssen.carolyn@gmail.com; japaull@gmail.com;
jdzellweger@mainstreamliving.org; jkolson@iastate.edu; jmphealth@aol.com; Joanne Pfeiffer; Jodi Stumbo
(jodi@amesshelter.org); kruempel@msn.com; Lfeldman13@aol.com; Lori Allen (director@gnea.org);
marhelland@aol.com; Marilyn Clem ; mcedelson@gmail.com; mkepolashek@msn.com; mporter@iastate.edu;
namiofci@gmail.com; nrboard@northridge-ames.us; patbrowniowa@gmail.com; peggyriecken@gmail.com;
phhallock@yahoo.com; pleasant@iastate.edu; pritchard912@msn.com; rjsill2003@yahoo.com;
somersetames@gmail.com; ssavage@iastate.edu; staceyleighbrown@gmail.com;
szilber@catalystcounseling.com; Terry Potter; Tess Cody (tess@assaultcarecenter.org)

Subject: News2Use
Date: Friday, January 22, 2021 7:38:05 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good Morning,
 
A few CDBG items that I want to bring to your attention that are available for public
comment as advertise :
 

1. 2019-20 Consolidated Annual Performance Report (CAPER) for program year
ending  2019-20 (due to COVID-19) HUD gave an extension on filing this report
(comment period started Jan 11th ends Monday);
 

2. 3rd  Substantial Amendment to the 2019-20 CDBG/HOME Annual Action Plan
(this covers the 3rd Round of CARES (COVID-19) funding we were awarded
back in September 2020) we are proposing
to continue implementing the Rent, Mortgage and Utility Relief Assistance
Program (Comment Period started January 21st ends Monday). To expedite
COVID-19 funding HUD allowes a 5-day comment period.

     
3. Proposed Draft of the 2020-21 CDBG/HOME Annual Action Plan (yep this is for

the program year we are now in) the majority of funds are being proposed to
finish the Baker Subdivision for our mixed-income housing subdivision at the old
middle school site. (comment period started January 21st ends Feb 20th.)

 
Really playing catch up from having to putting things side to get the COVID-19
program up and running. I soon will be working on the 2021-22 Annual Action Plan.

 
All of these items are on the city website at www.cityofames.org/housing.
 
Thanks So Much…Be Safe..Be Well!
 
Vanessa Baker-Latimer
Housing Coordinator
vanessa.bakerlatimer@cityofames.org
 
Planning & Housing Department | Housing Division
Ames City Hall |515 Clark Ave. | Ames, IA 50010-0811
515-239-5400-main| 515-239-5699-fax| 515-239-5133-TDD
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