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City News to Use
Ames Public Library Book Sale
Find great deals on thousands of used items, 
including books, movies, music, and more 
at the Ames Public Library Book Sale. The 
spring event will be held from Thursday, 
March 13, to Sunday, March 16. More details 
at www.AmesPublicLibrary.org.

In This Issue:
• Project Share Helps Those in Need 
• Ames Parks and Recreation Notes 
• Energy Q&A

‘Ames in Focus’ Podcast Offers New Platform for Information

Spring Hydrant Flushing Begins in March
Public Works crews will begin flushing rust from water mains 
beginning Wednesday, March 26, weather permitting, and 
continuing for approximately two weeks. Flushing typically 
takes place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Each year, this program provides Ames residents with the 
safest and highest quality water possible. Flushing serves the 
following purposes:

•  Dislodges and removes mineral deposits and sediments 
from the water mains

•  Verifies the proper operation of fire hydrants and valves
• Helps identify weaknesses in the water system
•  Checks for closed valves and weak flows in the water 

system

During the flushing 
process, Ames residents 
may experience rust in the 
water, even when crews 
are not working in the 
immediate area. To avoid 
rust, follow these tips:

•  Turn on cold water first to check for rust. This avoids 
drawing it into your hot water heater.

•  If the water looks rusty, run the tap for one to two minutes 
until it clears.

Specific information about the times, dates, and locations of the 
crews will be posted at www.CityOfAmes.org.

To expand options for learning more 
about programs, services, and issues, the 
City of Ames invites listeners to explore 
the new podcast, “Ames in Focus.” 
Every Tuesday, a new episode provides 
residents and listeners with updates on 
events, facilities, and programs of interest 
to those who live, work, or visit Ames.

“Podcasts are a popular and portable way 
to get educated about a range of local 
issues,” said Bill Gebhart, with City 
of Ames Communication & Outreach 
Division and host of Ames in Focus. 
“We feature City of Ames employees 
from various departments with a range 
of expertise about everything from urban 

forestry to recycling. We also include 
elected officials, volunteers, and partner 
agencies to share information about our 
community.”

On the first episode, Mayor John Haila 
reflects on his past seven years as the 
community’s leading elected official. 
Mayor Haila also discusses the successes 
of 2024 and the priorities for Ames 
City Council in 2025. Future issues will 
feature a variety of topics including 
updates on City programs and upcoming 
projects.

Episodes of Ames in Focus are available 
at www.CityOfAmes.org/podcast and 
on most podcast providers, including 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, iHeartRadio, 
and more. Listeners are encouraged to 
subscribe to Ames in Focus on their 
favorite podcast platform.



Project Share Donations Help Ames Residents 

Please Consider a Contribution to Project Share

I wish to make a monthly contribution to Project Share. I understand this 
amount will be listed on my monthly utility bill and that I can cancel my pledge 
at any time by contacting the City of Ames Utility Customer Service office. 

 $1/month $2/month        $5/month     $10/month       other ____/month

I wish to make a one-time contribution to Project Share rather than making a 
monthly pledge.  I have enclosed a $_____________donation to Project Share.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________    
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

 
Please return this form with your utility bill payment or mail to: 

Ames Electric Services, Attn: Project Share Committee, 
P.O. Box 811, Ames, IA 50010-0811

The Ames Electric Services Project 
Share program continues to be a 
success because of the compassion 
and generosity of utility customers. 
This winter season, through 
December 31, 2024, the program 
has been able to provide $5,010 
in assistance to 34 households. A 
simple way to share the warmth with 
those in need is to make a monthly 
pledge or a one-time contribution to 
Project Share.

The purpose of the Ames Electric 
Services Project Share program is 

to solicit and accept contributions 
which are used to assist our low-
income customers. A committee 
appointed by the Ames City Council 

determines the permissible uses of 
the funds donated to the Project 
Share program. The committee has 
adopted guidelines to ensure that 
every dollar contributed is used to 
assist low-income customers. 

All expenses incurred administering 
the program are covered by Ames 
Electric Services as a donation in-
kind. Mid-Iowa Community Action 
(MICA) assists the City of Ames in 
the administration of the program by 
determining eligibility of applicants 
for Project Share funds.

City Council Meetings

More information available at www.CityOfAmes.org/CCMeetings
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City Council meetings are  held in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, 515 Clark Ave., and 
streamed via the City website, Facebook, and 
YouTube. 

Meetings: 6 p.m. March 11
  6 p.m. March 20 (Special meeting,   
  Property Tax Hearing)
  6 p.m. March 25
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For more information or to register visit www.AmesParkRec.org or call 515.239.5350. 

Youth & Adult Sports

Fitness & Wellness

Aquatics

Tennis Lessons (Grades 1-6 & Adult): Saturday 
mornings, March 29-April 26, at the Ames Fitness 
Center South Tennis Bubble. Register by March 22. 
Open to all skill levels.
Little Tennis Lessons (Ages 3-5): Parent/child 
lessons are held on Tuesday evenings, March 25-
April 22, at the Ames Fitness Center South Tennis 
Bubble. Register by March 18.
Spring Break Tennis Camp (Grades 1-6): Learn 
the game of tennis, March 17-20, at the Ames Fitness 
Center South Tennis Bubble. Register by March 10.
Kiddie Kickers (Ages 5-6): Monday & Wednesday, 
5:30-6:30 p.m., March 31-May 7. Register by March 24.

Start Smart Soccer (Ages 3-5): This parent/child 
class is held Tuesday evenings, beginning April 1 at 
Emma McCarthy Lee Park. Register by March 25.
Youth Co-Ed Spring Soccer League (Grades 
1-6): Youth soccer offers three divisions: 1-2 Grade, 
3-4 Grade, & 5-6 Grade. Practices begin March 24. 
Register by March 3.
Adult Summer Softball Leagues (Men’s & 
Co-Ed): Season begins the week of April 21 with a 
tournament ending in July. Register by Sunday, April 6.
Youth Volleyball Camp: Ames High volleyball 
team, coaches will lead camp on Sundays, March 30-
May 11 at AHS Gym. Register by March 23.

Indoor Swimming Lessons (Ages 6+): Begins 
March 30. Register today!
2025 Furman Aquatic Center Season Passes: 
Purchase now through May 1. Passes purchased before 
May 1 receive a 10% discount. 
Lifeguard Certification Course: March 19-21,  
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. at ISU State Gym.
Lifeguard Instructor Class (LGI): March 19-21,  
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. at ISU State Gym. 

Lifeguard Instructor Recertification Class:  
March 2 & March 9, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at ISU 
State Gym.
Adult and Pediatric CPR/AED/First Aid Class: 
Two classes available, March 8 & April 12,  
8:30 a.m.-11 a.m. at Homewood Golf Course. 
Babysitting Training Course (Ages 11-15): 
March 17 & April 5, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at 
Homewood Golf Course.

Ames/ISU Ice Arena
Spring Break Camp: This five-day camp runs from 
March 17-21. Select a few days or attend the whole 
week. Each day, camp will be from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Email abigail.nelson@cityofames.org for more 
information. Register at www.AmesParkRec.org.

Egg Hunt at the Ames/ISU Ice Arena: Hunt eggs 
on Saturday, April 19, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Public Skate 
immediately following! Ages 4-12 will be broken into 
groups to collect eggs on the ice. Register at www.
AmesParkRec.org.

Tae Kwon Do (Ages 5 & Up): Eight-week session 
begins March 4.
Personal Training/Pilates Reformer Training: 
For more information, contact Nancy Shaw, 
515.239.5353 or nancy.shaw@cityofames.org.
Yoga Basics: Four-week session begins March 23, 
Sunday evenings at 6 p.m.

West Coast Swing: Open style dance class, no 
partner is necessary! Beginner and intermediate 
classes on Monday evenings, starting March 24.
Dynamic Aging: Geared to those 50+. Regain your 
balance, increase mobility and reduce pain. Class 
meets at Sixty Forward Center, Tuesday mornings 
beginning March 25.

Ames City Auditorium
Ames City Auditorium: For upcoming shows and 
events, follow Ames City Auditorium and Durham 
Bandshell on Facebook, or contact Craig Kaufman, 
craig.kaufman@cityofames.org, 515.239.5365. 

Volunteer Coaches Needed! Contact Ben Flaherty, ben.flaherty@cityofames.org 
HIRING: Soccer Referees & Softball Umpires. To Apply: www.CityOfAmes.org/Jobs.

Homewood Golf Course
Homewood Season Passes & Punch Cards: 
Contact the Clubhouse at 515.239.5363 or 
Community Center at 515.239.5350 to purchase.
Homewood Golf Course Opening Day: Tuesday, 
April 1 (weather permitting). 

Furman Aquatic Center is Hiring! Apply today at www.CityOfAmes.org/Jobs



Q: I’ve made several energy-efficient investments to my home 
this past year. Other than Smart Energy rebates, are there 
other incentives I should consider?

A: That’s a great question and especially timely. It’s everyone’s 
favorite time of the year again—tax season! If you made any 
energy-efficient upgrades to your home or vehicle in 2024, now 
is the time to check if they qualify for tax credits. The federal 
government provides tax credits for the following energy 
efficiency investments:

Vehicle:
• New Electric Vehicle (EV) – Up to $7,500
• Used Electric Vehicle (EV) – Up to $4,000

Home:
• Heat Pump Air Conditioner/Heater – Up to $2,000
• Heat Pump Water Heater – Up to $2,000
• Weatherization/Insulation – Up to $1,200
• Geothermal Heating Installation – 30% of qualifying 

costs (no cap on geothermal tax credits) 

Power:
• Rooftop Solar Installation – 30% of qualifying costs
• Battery Storage Installation – 30% of qualifying costs
• Electrical Panel Upgrade – Up to $600

If you are wondering about your eligibility for tax credits, 
requirements depend on the improvement made and generally 
include:

• Meeting specific 
energy efficiency 
standards.

• Providing proof 
of purchase and 
installation.

• Completing the 
upgrades between Jan. 1, 2024 and Dec. 31, 2024.

• Some tax credits are only for improvements to your 
primary residence.

For a full list of the requirements, visit the IRS Energy Efficient 
Home Improvement Credit website or Rewiring America:  
www.rewiringamerica.org/calculator. To claim these credits, fill 
out IRS Form 5695, “Residential Energy Credits” and/or Form 
8936, “Clean Vehicle Credit” when you file your tax return.

If you’re feeling unsure about how to file for these credits, a tax 
professional can help you understand what qualifies and guide 
you through the process. In the end, it’s important to get the 
credit you deserve!

ENERGY Q&A 

Important Numbers
Power Out ........................................................... 515.239.5240
Street Light Out ................................................... 515.239.5500
Utility Bills.......................................................... 515.239.5120
Energy Questions ................................................ 515.239.5177
Tree Too Close to Electric Line? ........................ 515.239.5500
Digging? Contact Iowa One Call ........................................ 811
Storm Water Concern .......................................... 515.239.5160
Rusty Water ......................................................... 515.239.5551
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Joel Zook, Energy Services Coordinator    
515.239.5177  |   Joel.Zook@cityofames.org

Renewable Energy Numbers
For December 2024

          52 LED streetlights installed for a  
 total of 6,439

43,827 Miles of  vehicle charging at public 
 electric charging stations  

119,183 Kilowatt Hours of energy produced  
 by SunSmart Ames solar farm

Resource Recovery Plant 
• Refuse-Derived Fuel: 1,613 Tons 

Recycling: 
• Glass: 17.09 Tons
• Metals:  79.86 Tons
• Food Waste Diversion: 13 Tons
• Plastic: .64 Tons
• Cardboard: 10.27 Tons
• Mixed Paper: 4.7 Tons


